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South Australia’s 
journey in 
becoming a global 
leader in Circular 
Economy. 



Context –
Circular Economy is now a 
Global Movement



In 2020, first time in the 
human history, annual 
material extraction crossed 
100 Billion Tons.



The World has now reached a 
crisis point with the linear 
economy model.



Material Extraction Reaching Finite Limits
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Annual Material Extraction
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2018  to 2020 
–
CIRCULARITY 
OF THE 
GLOBAL 
ECONOMY 
WENT DOWN 
FROM 9.1% 
TO 8.6%







Adelaide is the capital of South Australia and is 
consistently rated as one of world’s top 5 most 

livable cities 
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South 
Australia 30 
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>84%Resource recovery

More than 84% of waste 
generated in South Australia is 
diverted from landfill 

50%Water

Nearly 50% of waste water and storm 
water is recycled and reused

100%Renewable Energy

70% of South Australia’s energy from 
renewables currently and to reach 100% 
before 2030.

South Australia 

Today





How did we do this? 

• Demystify- Make it Real and Relevant
• Polluter/Producer Pays
• Preventative Approach
• Make it Easy – People are time poor.
• Understand the choices you make and choices you give
• No Collaboration – No Circular Economy
• Look at the Entire Value Chain 
• Systems thinking – Policy, Education, Business Model, Market 
Incentives, Technology 







People are smart. If the broader 
Indian community understand the 
‘Why’, they will figure out the ‘How’. 


